
IEEE Information Theory Society (ITSoc) Board of Governors (BoG)
Meeting Location: Hybrid Meeting @ ISIT 2022, Espoo, Finland

Dates: 26 June 2022
Time: The meeting convened at 10:00am. The meeting adjourned at 3:57pm, local time.
Meeting Chair: Christina Fragouli

Minutes taken by: Stark Draper with Parastoo Sadeghi’s input

Meeting Attendees: Erik Agrell, Matthieu Block, Li Chen, Marko Dalai*, Alex Dimakis*,
Lara Dolecek, Stark Draper, Christina Fragouli, Tara Javidi*, Brian Kurkoski, Michael
Langberg*, Muriel Medard, Henry Pfister, Joachim Rosenthal, Parastoo Sadeghi*, Anand
Sarwate, Vincent Tan, Ashley Tufuga#, Aaron Wagner, Shun Wantanabe, Edmund Yeh,
Aylin Yener, Wei Yu*

(Remote attendees denoted by *, non-voting by #.)

Business conducted between meetings: Between March 2022 and June 2022
Information Theory Society (ITSoc) Board of Governors (BoG) meetings, a number of items
of business were conducted and voted upon by email. These items and the results are
summarized below:

1) Motion: In March 2022, the Board voted to approve meeting minutes from the
March 2022 meeting.

2) Motion: In March 2022, the Board voted to appoint Venu Veeravalli as Area Editor
for the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory.

3) Motion: In April 2022, the Board voted to approve the hybrid format and USD7994
financial support for the 2022 East Asia School of Information Theory (EASIT),
Shenzhen, China.

4) Motion: In April 2022, the Board voted to approve the virtual format and $4130 USD
financial support for the 2022 JTG/IEEE Information Theory Society Summer
School in Information Theory, Signal Processing, Telecommunication, and
Networking, Mandi, India.

At 10:00am local time, ITSoc President Christina Fragouli called the meeting to order.
Attendees introduced themselves and a roll call was taken. The following motion was
issued. motion: A motion was made to approve the agenda. The motion passed.
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Executive session began__________________________________________
3) BoG slate nominations: Nominat





funds available. A question was raised by the BoG about revenue vs. expenses of the
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include the following. First, submissions should not reveal the identity of the authors in
any way with name, affiliations, funding acknowledgements not appearing in the
submission and reference to own work being in third person. Second the policy would
be “soft” double blind with publication on the arXiv not being recommended but not
forbidden, though reference to an arXiv version would not be permitted. Third, to allow
for proper reviewing,
an optional appendix would be allowed. The page limits would be 5 pages (paper) 1
page (reference) 5 pages (appendix), all double-column; the optional appendix would
need to be removed from the final camera-ready version.

A BoG member spoke in support, noting that last year’s D&I Survey indicated majority
support from the membership to try double-blind. A BoG member asked about if the
appendix does not appear in published version, could that then appear in a longer
version later posted online. Stefan confirmed, yes, can upload whatever you want to the
ArXiv.
A BoG member noted that ISIT’23 should take care to inform the community of the 5 +
1 + 5 format well in advance since that differs from the traditional format. Two BoG
members asked about how would we measure whether double blind is better than what
we have done before? One stated that they are supportive of trying new things, but that
if meaningful measures are not attached then it could be a waste of time. They also
raised the questions of whether, with a 67% acceptance rate, would this really make
any difference? Stefan commented that they don’t have a plan yet on measuring the
benefit of double-blind review. They can think about this. A BoG member commented
that this policy is in line with computer science conference. However, in those
conference the conference paper is the terminal publication while ISITs/ITWs are
intended more for interaction and the paper is not the end of the story, so would
double-blind later be applied to journals? BoG members asked about what if someone
previously has presented at a workshop, Stefan responded that this is not about “hard”
but a suggestion. A BoG member commented that there is currently lots of
disagreement about “hard” double blind. A BoG member re-emphasized the comment
on needing metrics and whether, as a small societm䜀
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s
�red
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motion: “To approve the 2023 JTG/IEEE Information Theory Society Summer School
in Information Theory, Signal Processing, Telecommunication, and Networking, IISc,
Bangalore, India with the financial support of USD $10k.” The motion passed.

motion: “To approve the 2023 IEEE North American School of Information Theory,
UPenn, Philadelphia, USA, with the financial support of USD $15k.” The motion
passed.

motion: “To approve the 2023 IEEE European School of Information Theory, University
of Bristol, Bristol, United Kingdom, with the financial support of USD $15k.” The motion
passed.

12) Digital Presence Committee Report: Digital Presence Committee chair Brian
Kurkoski first report on the Committee’s progress. The role of the Committee is the
management of ITSoc’s web presence, email lists, and social media. He reminded the
BoG that I�
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Transactions. The member noted that some papers fall in the gap where if a paper is
submitted to T-IT then a summary may not be allowed to be published in the ISIT.
Alternately if a paper was earlier submitted to T-IT, is accepted and appears, then the
conference version may be rejected by ISIT since it already appears. The Signal
Processing Society has a protocol where any accepted letters that have been published
in the year preceding an ICASSP (a specific window is defined) are eligible for
presentation at ICASSP, space allowing. These contributions are neither reviewed, nor
appear in the proceedings. A possibility may be the following: submit to T-IT, once


