
IEEE Information Theory Society Board of Governors Meeting 
 
Location: Remote 
 
Date: June 6th, 2021 
 
Time: The meeting convened at 9:30 am EDT; the meeting adjourned at 4.10 pm EDT 
 
Meeting Chair: Wei Yu 
 
Minutes taken by: Lara Dolecek 
 
Meeting Attendees: 
 
Erik Agrell, Matthieu Bloch, Amitalok Budkuley (#), Robert Calderbank, Joseph Boutros (#), 
Themistoklis Charalambous (#), Marco Dalai (#), Michael Deering (#), Natasha Devroye, Suhas 
Diggavi, Alex Dimakis, Lara Dolecek, Stark Draper, Meir Feder, Christina Fragouli, Massimo 
Franceschetti, Andrea Goldsmith, Camilla Hollanti, Jerry Huang, Sid Jaggi, Tara Javidi, Vijay 
Kumar, Brian Kurkoski, Matt LaFleur (#), Olgica Milenkovic, Prakash Narayan, Henry Pfister, 
Joachim Rosenthal, Stefano Rini (#), Parastoo Sadeghi, Anand Sarwate, Emina Soljanin, Vincent 
Tan, Olav Tirkkonen (#), Daniela Tuninetti, Lalitha Vadlamani (#), Lele Wang (#), Edmund Yeh, 
Aylin Yener, Wei Yu 
 
Non-voting members are denoted by (#). 
 
Business conducted between meetings. 
 

1. In April 2021, the following motion was issued: 
 

Motion: To allow a search for the Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE Transactions on Information 
Theory for an initial 2-year term starting July 1, 2021, and to allow the Transactions to 
transition into an area editor model, with the area editors appointed by the EiC, subject 
to BoG approval. 

 
As this is a significant change of the editorial structure of the Transactions, President Yu 
solicited input and feedback from the BoG via a Google form. 

 
The motion passed. 

 
2. In May 20021, the following motions were issued.  

 
Motion: To approve the minutes of the ITSoc BoG meeting on March 20, 2021. 

 
The motion passed. 

 





Next, President Yu briefly discussed the future of conferences and stated that 90 minutes of today’s 
meeting will be devoted to the discussion on how to organize ISITs in the post-pandemic world. 
He stated that there were 750 respondents to the survey on this matter that had been sent out.   
  
Next BoG meeting will be held in October. A straw poll: How likely will you travel to an in-person 
workshop on “Information Theory and X” as part of October BoG meeting, was issued. It was 
noted that international restrictions may still be in place in October. 
 
The result of the straw poll was mixed: there were 15 votes for unlikely/very unlikely; 4 votes for 
neutral; 9 votes for likely/very likely. 
 
Next, President Yu announced that the recipient of the Aaron D. Wyner Distinguished Service 
Award for 2021 is Gerhard Kramer.  
  
Nominations and Appointments Committee – Emina Soljanin 
 
Next presentation was given by Emina on behalf of the Nominations and Appointment Committee. 
Emina stated that Osvaldo Simeone is replacing Kannan Ramchandran on the Fellows Committee 
and that the 2021 work on appointing committee members is ongoing. 
 
Emina presented the slate of the 2021 BoG election candidates. The slate consists of: Li Chen, 
Marco Dalai, Bikash Dey, Lara Dolecek, Stark Draper, Michael Langberg, Mehul Motani, Henry 
Pfister, Parastoo Sadeghi, Changho Suh, Sennur Ulukus, Shun Watanabe. 
 
Emina stated that the call for the EiC of the IT Transactions was answered by four very strong 
candidates. The committee selected Muriel Medard, and she accepted the nomination. 
 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee – Emina Soljanin 
 
Emina next continued in her role representing the Constitution and Bylaws Committee. She asked 
if we should have VP for Publications. VP for Publications would oversee our three publications, 
lead Open Access plans, interact with IEEE, among other duties. VP for Publications would be a 
BoG member whereas EiCs would not; this VP could be a past president or past IT Transactions 
EiC and could be appointed or elected. Emina said that the discussions regarding this position will 
continue over Slack. 
  
Wei asked if there were any additional nominations from the board for the slate of 2021 BoG 
election candidates



 
Motion: To approve Muriel Medard as the EiC of the IT Transactions. 
 
The selection of the EiC was approved. 
 
Next, Wei proceeded with the Officer nominations. A BoG member nominated Christina Fragouli 
for President. Another BoG member nominated Matthiew Bloch for First VP. A BoG member 





discussing both the virtual and the in-person component, as well as the daily breakdown of the 
schedule in the fully virtual mode. He presented the budget for both scenarios, and registration 
charges. In summary, he said that the IT community in India is very vibrant and that this event 
would only be the second time in two decades ITW is held in India, and that as a result considerable 
interest is anticipated. It was also 





 
Edmund started his presentation with the overview of the IEEE accounting, specifying that the 



Votes were issued to accept the report of the Paper Awards Committee and for the IT Society 
Paper Award. Only members without conflicts were permitted to vote. 
 
The Paper Award Committee’s report was accepted. The BoG voted to accept the Paper Awards 
Committee’s recommendation of the ITSoc Paper Award recipient. 
 
After the executive session, the next presenter was Tara Javidi. 
 
Massey Award Committee – Tara Javidi 
 
Tara went over this year’s selection process for the Massey Award. She stated that six excellent 
nominations were received by the committee. The committee selected Prof. Changho Suh from 
KAIST as the recipient of the award. She stated that three of the nominations can carry over to the 
next year and suggested that it would be good to involve department chairs and advertise the award 
broadly.  
 
Cover Dissertation Award Committee  – Roy Yates 
 
Roy went over the nominations the committee had received, and stated that the committee had 
selected Dr. Anuran Makur who had received a PhD degree from MIT as the recipient of the award.  
 
JSAIT Update – Jeff Andrews 
 
Jeff went over the executive summary and stated that JSAIT is overall doing well. The number 
and quality of submissions is healthy with the acceptance rate of around 2/3. First five issues are 
already published. Jeff went over the submission data for the issues. Next he went over the timeline 
for the next three upcoming issues. Jeff presented the budget and stated that JSAIT had a profit of 
over $76K to date. He next went over the editorial board, including the EiC, senior editors, and 
the steering committee. The call for the new EiC will be issued by July 1st, 2021, and the 3-year 
term of the new EiC will start on January 1st, 2021. Jeff also stated that senior editors should be 
appointed in staggered order. He also stated that a goal for the journal is to increase the number of 
unsolicited proposals. 
 
 
Proposal for Tutorial/Overview Paper Award – Suhas Diggavi 
 
The next presenter was Suhas. He first 



The motion passed. 
 
Next, the following motion was issued. 
 
Motion: To extend the meeting by 45 minutes 
 
The motion passed. 
 
External Nominations Committee  -- Muriel Medard 
 
Muriel went over the goals for the committee for this year, the committee members, and the 
summary of their recent activities. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee – Stark Draper 

Stark gave the presentation as the Chair of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee. He thanked 
other committee members for their service. Updates since the last BoG meeting included ITSoc 
Scholarships for undergraduates from groups currently underrepresented in ITSoc for which the 
nominations are due June 7th; events at ISIT 2021; and the preparation plans for the D&I climate 
survey, which will be sent out to the community in the near future.  

 
Membership Committee – Matthieu Bloch  
 
President Yu presented on behalf of Matthieu. He went over the committee members, chapter and 
school activities. He then went over the structure of the Meet the Shannon Lecturer event. Prof. 
Alon Orlitsky is the winner of the 2021 Shannon Award. This event will be a recorded interview 
conducted by Olgica Milenkovic and Jayadev Acharya. Next, Wei went over the details of the 
mentoring event that will take place at ISIT 2021. The purpose of the event is to connect junior 
researchers with senior members of the community, who can share their career advice and 
experiences. Last, Wei described the Four Minutes, Two Techniques Contest. This online 
challenge is for registered ISIT student participants who in teams of two explain each other one 
concept each. Winning videos will be posted on the ITSoc webpage and the winning team will 
receive a monetary award.   
 
It was stated that WITHITS report will presented another time. 
 
President Yu relayed a message from Senur Ulukus, as the Chair of the Fellows Committee. 
Senur’s message is that the committee is short staffed and needs more support. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4.10 pm EST. 


