
















coherent multiple-antenna channel”, IEEE Transactions on
Information Theory, vol. 48, no. 1 pp. 359 - 383, February 2002.

• Vladimir I. Levenshtein, “Efficient reconstruction of
sequences,” IEEE Transactions on Information Theory, vol.
47, no. 1, pp. 2-22, Jan. 2001.

• S. Verdu, “Spectral efficiency in the wideband regime,”
IEEE Transactions on Information Theory, special issue in
memory of A. Wyner, on “Shannon theory: perspective,
trends and applications”, vol. 48, no. 6, pp. 1319-1343, June
2002.

According to the bylaws, the Board shall vote for the nominees
by ballot, conducted by the Society President or designee, at
the first Board Meeting following June 1st of the award year.
The President informed the Board that several member of the
Board could not attend the meeting due to visa problems.  The
Board voted unanimously to delay the vote and conduct an
email ballot by August 1.

Action Item The Board voted unanimously to revisit the
Bylaws with respect to voting for the IT Paper Award at the
BOG meeting. 

In an email ballot conducted in August 2003, the Board has
selected the following paper for the IT Paper Award: Lizhong
Zheng and David N. C. Tse, “Communication on the
Grassmann manifold: A geometric approach to the noncoher-
ent multiple-antenna channel”, IEEE Trans. Info. Theory, vol.
IT-48, pp. 359 - 383, February 2002.

5. The membership report was presented by Steven McLaughlin.
He reported that the Society membership has dropped by 10%
since last year (at the same time of the year). Since IEEE has
seen a similar drop in its membership, it was suggested that
this is the reason for the Society’s drop. Steven also reported
that the Society was participating in an IEEE wide question-
naire dealing with some membership issues. 

Steven also noted that the Society chapter luncheon would be
held on Thursday and invited any interested Board members
to attend.

Action Item The Board requested that Steven report more
details on the 10% drop in Society membership at the next
Board meeting. Steven reported that there were 100 ISIT atten-
dees who were not IT Society members and suggested con-
tacting them regarding membership.

Action Item The Board requested that Steven, in cooperation
with Michelle Effros, present a proposal at the next meeting
addressing membership issues including ideas and suggestion
for increasing Society membership. 

6. The treasurer’s report prepared by Marc Fossorier was distrib-
uted and discussed. The net worth (defined as total assets -
deferred income) of the Society was $541K.

Action Item It was noted that the finance figures for 2003 were
not available from IEEE. The Board requested that Marc report
the finances to the Board when the detailed figures are available. 

7. There was nothing to report with respect to the IT Society
Newsletter.

8. There was nothing to report with respect to the IT Society
Website.

9. Matters related to Symposia and Workshops

(a) The President reported on a request by IEEE-SA section to









A working group and a work-
shop on Information Recording
were held from Monday, March
22, to Friday, March 26, at the
Center for Discrete Mathematics
and Theoretical Computer
Science (DIMACS) located at
Rutgers University, Piscataway,
New Jersey. Both events were
organized by Paul Siegel
(UCSD), Emina Soljanin (Bell
Laboratories), Adriaan van
Wijngaarden (Bell Laboratories)
and Bane Vasic (University of
Arizona at Tucson), and were
part of a series of workshops
being organized under the aus-
pices of the “DIMACS 2001-2004
Special Focus on Computational
Information Theory and
Coding”, which is a program
funded by the National Science Foundation.

The focus of the working group and the workshop was on advances
in information recording. This field has witnessed tremendous
increases in recording densities and data rates in man-made record-
















