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where paying normal IEEE dues creates significant fi-
nancial hardship.

The Board of Governors encourages requests for free
affiliate memberships. These requests should clearly
indicate the reasons for wanting to be an affiliate mem-
ber and not a regular IT Society member.

Note that Affiliate members have the same privileges as
regular members, such as Newsletters, Transactions on
Information Theory, reduced conference fees etc. (see
http://www.itsoc.org/membership/frmem.html).

Affiliate IT Society members will not be members of
the IEEE. This program has limited funds and there-
fore the decision of the Membership Committee in sup-
porting any request will be final.

13. The frequency of the IT Symposia were discussed. The
major concern is the short deadline for submissions after
the previous Symposium. The Board felt that not enough
time has passed since the change to yearly ISIT to assess
the impact, and decided to leave this issue until the 2002
meeting in Lausanne. A decision will then be made and
any changes will become effective in 2005 or 2006.

14. The Distinguished Lecturer Program was discussed. The
board decided that no changes are needed to the list of IT
Society Distinguished Lecturers.

15.1. Ezio Biglieri presented a report on ISIT 2000. The audit
is now in progress and the books will be closed soon.

15.2. There was no report on ICPWC 2000.

15.3. A report from the organizers of the 2001 Canadian
Workshop on Information Theory was circulated. The
event is progressing as scheduled.

15.4. Prakash Narayan joined the meeting and presented a
report on ISIT 2001, which will be held in Washington,
DC. The preparations are on schedule. A detailed over-
view of the activities was given, including a brief Shan-
non memorial event before the opening reception. Travel
grants and the basis for allocation were discussed.

15.5. A report on the 2001 Information Theory Workshop to be
held in Cairns, Australia, was circulated. It was noted that



The Seventh Canadian Workshop on Information Theory
Vancouver, British Columbia
June 3 – 6, 2001
Cyril Leung (University of British Columbia)
Ivan Fair (University of Alberta)

The Seventh Canadian Workshop on Information Theory
was held June 3 – 6, 2001, at the University of British Colum-
bia in Vancouver, British Columbia. The workshop was
sponsored by The Canadian Society for Information Theory
and was made possible through generous financial support
from Agilent Technologies Inc., the New Media Innovation
Centre, Sierra Wireless Inc., and TRLabs. The IEEE Informa-
tion Theory Society was a Technical Co-Sponsor of the work-
shop, and support was also received from the Department of
Electrical and Computer Engineering at UBC and the Al-
berta Informatics Circle of Research Excellence (iCORE).The
Canadian Workshop on Information Theory is held bienni-
ally. The Seventh workshop marked the first return to the
west coast of Canada since the workshop was held at
Dunsmir Lodge on Vancouver Island in 1989. The 2003
CWIT will be held in Waterloo, Ontario.

The workshop was organized in a single-track format with
presentations over two and a half days. The technical pro-
gram included presentations from three invited speakers as
well as 35 presentations from researchers representing 13
different countries. The list of attendees included 76 regis-

trants from 15 different countries. The workshop com-
menced with Prof. J. Hagenauer paying tribute to Claude
Shannon, after which a minute of silence was observed. Prof.
Hagenauer then presented his invited talk, “From Analog to
Digital and Back Again.” Subsequent days of the workshop



• Error Control Coding (Chair: F. Alajaji, Queen’s University)

• Detection (Chair: S. Kallel, University of British Columbia)

We were very fortunate that Prof. Ian Blake kindly agreed to
be the banquet speaker at the workshop. During his interest-
ing and entertaining talk, he demonstrated how research
published in the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory
touches us all in our daily lives, citing works by Diffie and

Hellman, Reed and Solomon, Lempel and Ziv, and looking
to the future, the recently published work by Tarokh,
Sheshadri and Calderbank. The banquet concluded with a
chorus of “Happy Birthday” to Ian Blake, in honour of his
60th birthday.

Further information about CWIT 2001, as well as PDF ver-
sions of all papers presented at the workshop, can be found
at the workshop web site www.cce.com/cwit.

5th International Symposium on Power-Line Communications and Its
Applications (ISPLC 2001)
April 3-6, 2001,
Malmö, Sweden
A. J. Han Vinck

ISPLC 2001 focuses on the general problem of communica-
tions over power lines. The objective of the symposium is to
stimulate research and contribute to the formulation and
solution of new problems encountered by scientists and en-
gineers working in this field. The Symposium covers a
range of communication topics from a practical as well as a
theoretical point of view. ISPLC 2001 was hosted by the De-
partment of Information Technology, Lund University
(Göran Lindell, chairman) and EnerSearch Industrial Re-
search Consortium (Hans Ottosson, chairman), Malmö,
Sweden. The General Secretary Yvonne Hoekansson, took
special care of all participants and the local arrangements.
The Symposium attracted over 190 registered participants
from 29 countries.

The Program for the 2001 Symposium contained three ex-
tremely stimulating days filled with the very frontline of sci-
entific and technical achievements in the area of Power-Line
Communications and Its Applications. The Symposium is
arranged as two main activities. One activity is the keynote
and invited presentations together with the Technical Pro-
gram. The Scientific and Technical Program was composed

of 59 scientific papers of which six were invited keynote
presentations.

Two keynote presentations were related to Critical Infra-
structures and the fact that PLC can support the
sustainability of the power networks and help in the opera-



Issues in Power Line Communication, by
Professor John Newbury, Open Uni-
versity Manchester, UK and Security
Issues and Power Line Communication,
by Professor Rune Gustavsson,
Blekinge Institute of Technology,
Sweden.

Invited Session Organizers were:
Klaus Dostert , University of
Karlsruhe, Germany; Frank
Kschischang, University of Toronto,





June 3-6, 2001 2001 Canadian Workshop on British Columbia Dr. C. S. Leung January 8, 2001
Information Theory Vancouver Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering

University of British Columbia
2356 Main Mall
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June 10-16, 2001 3rd International Workshop on Sunny Beach, Bulgaria January 31, 2001
Optimal Codes and Related Topics Dr. Ivan Landjev
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computer scientist and engineer myself, I would like to add
that his colleagues are especially proud on his behalf, for the
recognition this award brings to the importance of basic re-
search in information theory and technology.”

As a measure of Tarokh’s influence, most academic confer-
ences on wireless communications and information theory
now have multiple sessions on space-time codes, reflecting
that many researchers are now building on his ideas.
“Given all these activities,” he said, “I forecast a day when
space-time codes will be used to push very high rates of
wireless data to laptops and other handheld devices.”

Tarokh joined MIT’s department of electrical engineering
and computer science in September 2000 after rising rapidly
within AT&T Labs, where he was department head for wire-
less communications and signal processing. Tarokh’s cur-

rent research interests also include video indexing and
multimedia signal processing.

According to Tarokh, he became interested in wireless at
AT&T, where his supervisor — A. Rob Calderbank — “is in
the level of classical mathematicians including the great
Claude Shannon himself.” Shannon was the legendary
AT&T and MIT researcher whose 1948 paper, A Mathemati-
cal Theory of Communication, laid the foundation for mod-
ern information technology.

The Alan T. Waterman Award honors an outstanding young
U.S. scientist or engineer who is at the forefront of his or her
research field. The honoree receives a medal, as well as a
$500,000 grant over three years for scientific research or ad-
vanced study in any field of science or engineering.

NSF Award Recognizes Wireless Pioneer
Continued from page 10


