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The Historian’s Column

A. Ephremides

We are all accustomed nowadays to the powerpoint presen-
tation formats that are becoming ubiquitous in technical
(and non-technical) presentations. This new technology has
been embraced with such enthusiasm that
in the race to be the first to anticipate the fu-
ture, many agencies and conference orga-
nizers are doing away completely with the



looked around to see that half the audience was staring at
their laptops, open in front of them, doing

mental abilities by trying to make, from time to time, a good
presentation without the use of powerpoint.

H. Vincent Poor Awarded the 2001 IEEE Graduate

Teaching Award

Prof. H. Vincent Poor, a
longtime member and
former president of the
IEEE Information Soci-
ety, was awarded the
2001 IEEE Graduate
Teaching Award at the
2001 International
Symposium on Infor-
mation Theory, held
June 24-29 in Washing-
ton D.C. Prof. Poor was
cited “For exemplary
teaching, inspired
guidance of graduate
students, and contribu-
tions to graduate education in statistical signal processing.”

Prof. Poor is a professor of electrical engineering at Princeton
University, a position he has held since 1990; prior to joining
Princeton he was a faculty member at the University of Illi-
nois, beginning in 1977.

During Poor’s 25-year career at Princeton and Illinois he has
supervised 15 PhD theses and 20 MS theses. His graduate
students have gone on to take faculty positions at some of the
finest universities in the world, including Rice, Princeton,
USC, lllinois, Texas A&M, and Cornell. Other students have
taken research positions at such leading firms as Qualcomm,
Intel, and NEC. Moreover, he has authored a well-regarded
graduate text (“An Introduction to Signal Detection and Es
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the Society was distributed and discussed. It was noted
that the cash available is very low, and that money will
have to be transferred from long term investments imme-
diately. Concern was raised about the substantial increase
in reimbursed expenses of the Transactions Editors in re-
cent years.

For the April budget, the board authorized the Society
Treasurer to transfer up to $300,000 from long term in-
vestments to cash reserves, in consultation with the Soci-
ety President.

The Society President thanked Marc Fossorier for his ex-
cellent job in handling the Society finances and prepara-
tion of the Treasurer’s Report.

The following motion was passed unanimously:

The Board of Governors of the Information Theory
Society expresses its surprise and concern regarding
the expropriation by the IEEE Board of Directors of a
substantial amount of the Society’s reserves to cover
the General Fund deficit. The Board of Governors
requests a full explanation of the reasons and ratio-
nale for this alarming development, and authorizes
the President to take whatever measures necessary
to obtain information to enable the board to plan
subsequent actions.

7. Aaron Gulliver presented the report on the IT Society

website. Statistics show that the number of file transfers
from the website is up 16% since the November board
meeting in Hawaii, and up 50% from one year ago. Total
volume is now at 18.4 Mbytes/day, which is a 75% in-
crease from a year ago. Conference information and the
newsletters continue to be the most popular items. Now
that the digital library is available to members via the
web, usage of this resource has increased significantly.
The Shannon obituary was posted soon after his death. It
has been accessed almost 700 times to date.

A new section for Chapters has been created on the
website. This was done in coordination with Membership
Committee Chair, Han Vinck. Each Chapter now has a
separate page for links and chapter information. The
membership information pages have also been updated.

8. The President presented the Newsletter Editors Report.

He stated that the delay in publication of the December
newsletter is due partly to IEEE staff problems and partly
to the recent move by the Newsletter Editor. The Editor
has expressed a desire to step down from this position,
but will continue until a replacement is found. The Presi-
dent asked the board members to forward names of peo-
ple who would be suitable for the position.

There was some discussion on expanding the newsletter
to a magazine, and including material such as tutorial ar-
ticles on a regular basis. The President will consult the
Treasurer on the financial implications of such a change,
and also ask the IEEE about the associated costs.

9.1. The report from the Editor-in-Chief Alexander Vardy

was distributed. The question of Editor expenses was
again raised. Delays and anomalies in the review process
were also discussed. This is a chronic problem, as it is im-
possible to force people to provide timely reviews. Since
the EIC position is changing hands, the board requested
thatincoming EIC Paul Siegel inquire about how other so-
cieties, such as the Signal Processing Society, handle pa-
pers and delinquent reviewers.

Two new Associate Editors were nominated, David Tse
(new position) in the Communications area, and Emre
Telatar to replace Imre Csiszar in the Shannon Theory
area. The appointments were approved unanimously.

Concern was raised about the regional distribution of the
Editorial Board. Ryuji Kohno stated that he will forward
the names of four people from Region 10 who can be con-
sidered for new Associate Editor positions. The President
will also write a letter to the new EIC asking that Associ-
ate Editors from Region 10 be appointed.

9.2. There was no Publications Editors Report.



where paying normal IEEE dues creates significant fi-
nancial hardship.

The Board of Governors encourages requests for free
affiliate memberships. These requests should clearly
indicate the reasons for wanting to be an affiliate mem-
ber and not a regular IT Society member.

Note that Affiliate members have the same privileges as
regular members, such as Newsletters, Transactions on
Information Theory, reduced conference fees etc. (see
http://wwwv.itsoc.org/membership/frmem.html).

Affiliate IT Society members will not be members of
the IEEE. This program has limited funds and there-
fore the decision of the Membership Committee in sup-
porting any request will be final.

13. The frequency of the IT Symposia were discussed. The
major concern is the short deadline for submissions after
the previous Symposium. The Board felt that not enough
time has passed since the change to yearly ISIT to assess
the impact, and decided to leave this issue until the 2002
meeting in Lausanne. A decision will then be made and
any changes will become effective in 2005 or 2006.

14. The Distinguished Lecturer Program was discussed. The
board decided that no changes are needed to the list of IT
Society Distinguished Lecturers.

15.1. Ezio Biglieri presented a report on ISIT 2000. The audit
is now in progress and the books will be closed soon.

15.2. There was no report on ICPWC 2000.

15.3. A report from the organizers of the 2001 Canadian
Workshop on Information Theory was circulated. The
event is progressing as scheduled.

15.4. Prakash Narayan joined the meeting and presented a
report on ISIT 2001, which will be held in Washington,
DC. The preparations are on schedule. A detailed over-
view of the activities was given, including a brief Shan-
non memorial event before the opening reception. Travel
grants and the basis for allocation were discussed.

15.5. Areporton the 2001 Information Theory Workshop to be
held in Cairns, Australia, was circulated. It was noted that



The Seventh Canadian Workshop on Information Theory

Vancouver, British Columbia
June 3 -6, 2001
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The Seventh Canadian Workshop on Information Theory
was held June 3 -6, 2001, at the University of British Colum-
bia in Vancouver, British Columbia. The workshop was
sponsored by The Canadian Society for Information Theory
and was made possible through generous financial support
from Agilent Technologies Inc., the New Media Innovation
Centre, Sierra Wireless Inc., and TRLabs. The IEEE Informa-
tion Theory Society was a Technical Co-Sponsor of the work-
shop, and support was also received from the Department of
Electrical and Computer Engineering at UBC and the Al-
berta Informatics Circle of Research Excellence (iCORE).The
Canadian Workshop on Information Theory is held bienni-
ally. The Seventh workshop marked the first return to the
west coast of Canada since the workshop was held at
Dunsmir Lodge on Vancouver Island in 1989. The 2003
CWIT will be held in Waterloo, Ontario.
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The workshop was organized in a single-track format with
presentations over two and a half days. The technical pro-
gram included presentations from three invited speakers as
well as 35 presentations from researchers representing 13
different countries. The list of attendees included 76 regis-

trants from 15 different countries. The workshop com-
menced with Prof. J. Hagenauer paying tribute to Claude
Shannon, after which a minute of silence was observed. Prof.
Hagenauer then presented his invited talk, “From Analog to
Digital and Back Again.” Subsequent days of the workshop



 Error Control Coding (Chair: F. Alajaji, Queen’s University)
 Detection (Chair: S. Kallel, University of British Columbia)

We were very fortunate that Prof. lan Blake kindly agreed to
be the banquet speaker at the workshop. During his interest-
ing and entertaining talk, he demonstrated how research
published in the IEEE Transactions on Information Theory
touches us all in our daily lives, citing works by Diffie and

Hellman, Reed and Solomon, Lempel and Ziv, and looking
to the future, the recently published work by Tarokh,
Sheshadri and Calderbank. The banquet concluded with a
chorus of “Happy Birthday” to lan Blake, in honour of his
60" birthday.

Further information about CWIT 2001, as well as PDF ver-
sions of all papers presented at the workshop, can be found
at the workshop web site www.cce.com/cwit.

5th International Symposium on Power-Line Communications and Its

Applications (ISPLC 2001)

April 3-6, 2001,
Malmo, Sweden
A. J. Han Vnc

ISPLC 2001 focuses on the general problem of communica-
tions over power lines. The objective of the symposium isto
stimulate research and contribute to the formulation and
solution of new problems encountered by scientists and en-
gineers working in this field. The Symposium covers a
range of communication topics from a practical as well as a
theoretical point of view. ISPLC 2001 was hosted by the De-
partment of Information Technology, Lund University
(Goran Lindell, chairman) and EnerSearch Industrial Re-
search Consortium (Hans Ottosson, chairman), Malmg,
Sweden. The General Secretary Yvonne Hoekansson, took
special care of all participants and the local arrangements.
The Symposium attracted over 190 registered participants
from 29 countries.

The Program for the 2001 Symposium contained three ex-
tremely stimulating days filled with the very frontline of sci-
entific and technical achievements in the area of Power-Line
Communications and Its Applications. The Symposium is
arranged as two main activities. One activity is the keynote
and invited presentations together with the Technical Pro-
gram. The Scientific and Technical Program was composed

of 59 scientific papers of which six were invited keynote
presentations.

Two keynote presentations were related to Critical Infra-
structures and the fact that PLC can support the
sustainability of the power networks and help in the opera-



Issues in Power Line Communication, by
Professor John Newbury, Open Uni-
versity Manchester, UK and Security
Issues and Power Line Communication,
by Professor Rune Gustavsson,
Blekinge Institute of Technology,
Sweden.

Invited Session Organizers were:
Klaus Dostert, University of
Karlsruhe, Germany; Frank
Kschischang, University of Toronto,
Canada; Gen Marubayashi, SOKA
University, Tokyo, Japan; John
Newbury, Open University, Man-
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June 3-6, 2001 2001 Canadian Workshop on

Information Theory

June 10-16, 2001 3rd International Workshop on
Optimal Codes and Related Topics

British Columbia
Vancouver

Sunny Beach, Bulgaria

Dr. C. S. Leung January 8, 2001
Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of British Columbia

2356 Main Mall

Vancouver, B.C., V6T 1Z4

Tel: +1-604-822-2866

Fax: +1-604-822-5949

Email: cleung@ece.ubc.edu

Web: http://datacom.ece.ubc.ca/cwit

January 31, 2001
Dr. lvan Landjev
Institute of Mathematics and Informatics
8 Acad G. Bonchev Str.
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NSF Award Recognizes Wireless Pioneer

Continued from page 10

computer scientist and engineer myself, | would like to add
that his colleagues are especially proud on his behalf, for the
recognition this award brings to the importance of basic re-
search in information theory and technology.”

As ameasure of Tarokh’s influence, most academic confer-
ences on wireless communications and information theory
now have multiple sessions on space-time codes, reflecting
that many researchers are now building on his ideas.
“Given all these activities,” he said, “l forecast a day when
space-time codes will be used to push very high rates of
wireless data to laptops and other handheld devices.”

Tarokh joined MIT’s department of electrical engineering
and computer science in September 2000 after rising rapidly
within AT&T Labs, where he was department head for wire-
less communications and signal processing. Tarokh’s cur-

rent research interests also include video indexing and
multimedia signal processing.

According to Tarokh, he became interested in wireless at
AT&T, where his supervisor — A. Rob Calderbank — “is in
the level of classical mathematicians including the great
Claude Shannon himself.” Shannon was the legendary
AT&T and MIT researcher whose 1948 paper, A Mathemati-
cal Theory of Communication, laid the foundation for mod-
ern information technology.

The Alan T. Waterman Award honors an outstanding young
U.S. scientist or engineer who is at the forefront of his or her
research field. The honoree receives a medal, as well as a
$500,000 grant over three years for scientific research or ad-
vanced study in any field of science or engineering.
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